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Aug. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:42 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and

Montenegro); former Senator Bob Dole; and
Rabbi Marvin Hier, dean, Simon Wiesenthal Cen-
ter.

Statement on the Surgeon General’s Report on Tobacco
August 9, 2000

A new report today by the Surgeon General
demonstrating that we can cut tobacco use in
half over the next decade lends strong new im-
petus to our fight against the dangers of ciga-
rette smoking. Over 400,000 Americans die
every year from tobacco-related diseases. Every
day, 3,000 children under the age of 18 start
smoking, and 1,000 will have their lives cut short
as a result. Today’s report not only underscores
the urgency of reducing tobacco use—the single
leading cause of preventable death and disease
in the United States—but also provides powerful
scientific evidence about the wide range of ef-
fective tools available to get the job done.

Vice President Gore and I have worked hard
to protect our Nation’s children from the dan-
gers of tobacco. Today I again urge Congress
to provide FDA with the authority to protect
our Nation’s children and to fund my budget

initiatives to reduce youth smoking. I also call
on Congress to support the Department of
Justice lawsuit to recover the taxpayer costs of
tobacco-related illness by holding the tobacco
industry accountable for the harm it has caused.
When Congress returns in September, it will
have another opportunity to join us in making
the health of our children a priority by rejecting
the interests of big tobacco and letting the
American taxpayers have their day in court.

Today’s report also reinforces the importance
of comprehensive State tobacco control efforts,
which have demonstrated powerful results in re-
ducing tobacco use in leading States. I renew
my call for more States to use the resources
available from the State tobacco settlement on
efforts to reduce smoking among our young peo-
ple.

Statement on Terrorist Attacks in Spain
August 9, 2000

On behalf of all Americans, I wish to express
my condolences to the families of the recent
victims of terrorist violence in Spain. We stand
with the people of Spain who condemn these

cowardly acts and hope the perpetrators will be
brought swiftly to justice. There is no place for
violence and terrorism in the pursuit of political
goals.

Statement on Signing the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, FY
2001
August 9, 2000

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4576, the
‘‘Department of Defense Appropriations Act, FY
2001.’’ The bill approves funds to cover the De-
partment’s most critical needs, consistent with

my request that reflected my strong commit-
ment to our Nation’s security. Our high military
readiness must remain our top national security
priority.
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